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	· University calendar course description (0.5 credit)

Prerequisite: PSYC 1001 and PSYC 1002, or PSYC 1000. Introduction to cognitive processes, including a survey of theories, issues, methods and findings. Topics covered may include pattern recognition, attention, imagery, learning (animal and human), memory, language, and thinking.

	


Evaluations

	Important note. Examinations may not be deferred unless you have documented proof of an Illness or bereavement. No exceptions will be made!

	
	
	

	Type
	% of grade
	Brief description

	Test 1
(Friday, October 3, 19:00-20:20)
	28%
	Multiple-choice questions

	Test 2 
(Friday, October 31, 17:00-18:20)
	28%
	Multiple-choice questions

	Test 3 
(Examination period: 
December 4 – 20)
	40%
	Multiple-choice questions

	Mandatory CogLab experiments (See page 5 for deadlines)
	4%
	Online cognitive psychology experiments

	Bonus CogLab experiments

(December 1)
	Up to 3%
	Online cognitive psychology experiments

	
	
	

	Please see pages 4 to 6 for more detailed explanations concerning the evaluations and deferrals.


· Objectives:

The goal of this course is to introduce you to the theories and the research methods in cognitive psychology. 
· Readings:

All readings are mandatory.  Read the material before coming to class as indicated in the class program.  This will help you follow the lectures more easily.  The main text may be bought in the University bookstore.
· Main text:

Goldstein, E. B. (2007). Cognitive Psychology - Connecting Mind, Research and Everyday Experience, 2nd  Edition. Southbank, Victoria: Thomson Wadsworth.

· Very important note concerning second hand books: The Carleton Bookstore may have second hand copies of Goldstein, E. B. (2005). Cognitive Psychology - Connecting Mind, Research and Everyday Experience, 1st edition. Note that there are minor differences between the first and second editions of the Goldstein book. The course program and the evaluations are based on the second edition of the Goldstein book. If you choose to buy a second hand copy of the first edition, you are nevertheless responsible for the material of the second edition.
· CogLab experiments:

CogLab experiments are accessed online at http://coglab.wadsworth.com/. To gain access, you must obtain a registration Code.  The Registration code is included when you buy the Goldstein (2007) textbook that I have ordered for this class at the Carleton bookstore. Please follow the instructions on the CogLab website to register and start the experiments.  The group ID is carleton (note the lower case “c”) and the access password is cogiscool. The CogLab experiments are easy to do, so have fun!

If you do not buy the text, you must obtain CogLab individually. You can buy it at the bookstore or online at http://e-catalog.thomsonlearning.com/110/. The product is called CogLab Online Version 2.0 (with Printed Access Card) 4th Edition.

Warning! Do not buy a used copy of CogLab Online Version 2.0! The product can only be used once.
	Class program (tentative)

	

	Date
	Content
	Readings & 

CogLab experiments

	September 8-10
	( Course outline description

( What is cognition?

( The Fall of Behaviorism
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 1)

	September 15-17
	( Information-processing

( Connectionism

( Neuropsychology and cognition
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 2)

( CogLab: Implicit learning

	September 22-24
	( Sensory registers

( Pattern recognition

( Bottom-up processing
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 3)

( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 5, pp 141-145)
( CogLab: Word superiority

	September 29 - October 1
	( Top-down processing

( Introduction to attention

( Attention (Vigilance, selective and divided attention)
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 4)
( CogLab: Visual Search

	Friday, October 3
	Test 1 (Room TBA: 19:00 – 20:20)

	October 6-8
	( Automaticity

( Short-term memory

( Retroactive and proactive interference
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 5, pp 135-140 and pp 146-175)

	October 13
	Statutory holiday, University closed

	October 15
	( Free recall

( Problems with the modal model
	( No readings

	October 20-22
	( Working memory

( Phonological loop

( The visuo-spatial sketchpad
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 9)
( CogLab: Mental rotation

	October 27-29
	( Central executive

( Long-term memory

( Levels of processing
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 6)
( CogLab: Operation span

	Friday, October 31
	Test 2 (Room TBA: 17:00 – 18:20)

	November 3-5
	( Transfer-appropriate processing

( Retrieval & forgetting

( Memory systems
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 7)
( CogLab: Forgot-It-All-Along Effect

	November 10-12
	( Semantic memory

( Semantic priming

( Symbolic and PDP networks
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 8)
( CogLab: Lexical decision

	November 17-19
	( Implicit memory

( Repetition priming
	( No readings

	November 24-26
	( Reasoning
( Dual-process accounts of reasoning

( Evolutionary perspective and consequences
	( Goldstein (2005; Ch. 12)
( CogLab: Typical reasoning

	December 1
	( Conclusions
	( No readings

	
	
	


	Test 1 – 28%

(October 3 – 19:00-20:20 – Room TBA)
· The test will evaluate all the material covered in the lectures from September 10 to September 29 inclusively.
· The test will evaluate Goldstein Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 (pp 141-145).
· There will be 34 multiple-choice questions. 18 questions will cover material from the lectures and the CogLabs. 16 questions will cover material from the readings.

· Students omitting to write their name or student number on the test answer sheet will receive a 2.5% penalty on their test grade.

· Tests will not be returned, but may be consulted during office hours.

· There will be no supplemental examinations. Please consult university policies concerning deferred examinations and plagiarism.

	

	Test 2 – 28%

(October 31 – 17:00-18:20 – Room TBA)
· The test will evaluate all the material covered in the lectures from October 3 to October 27 inclusively.

· The test will evaluate Goldstein Chapters 5 (pp 135-140 & 146-175), 6 and 9.

· There will be 34 multiple-choice questions. 22 questions will cover material from the lectures and the CogLabs. 12 questions will cover material from the readings.

· Students omitting to write their name or student number on the test answer sheet will receive a 2.5% penalty on their test grade.

· Tests will not be returned, but may be consulted during office hours.

· There will be no supplemental examinations. Please consult university policies concerning deferred examinations and plagiarism.

	

	Test 3 – 40%

(Examination period: December 4-20)
· The test will evaluate all the material covered in the lectures from October 29 to December 1 inclusively.

· The test will evaluate Goldstein Chapters 7, 8 and 12.

· There will be 42 multiple-choice questions. 30 questions will cover material from the lectures and the CogLabs. 12 questions will cover material from the readings.

· Students omitting to write their name or student number on the test answer sheet will receive a 2.5% penalty on their test grade.

· Tests will not be returned, but may be consulted during office hours.

· There will be no supplemental examinations. Please consult university policies concerning deferred examinations and plagiarism.

	


	Mandatory CogLab experiments – 4%

· The eight following CogLab experiments must be completed by the dates indicated in parentheses:

Implicit learning (September 17)

Operation span (October 29)

Word superiority (September 24)

Forgot-it-all-along (November 5)

Visual search (October 1)

Lexical decision (November 12)

Mental rotation (October 22)

Typical reasoning (November 26)

· Please follow the instructions on the CogLab website http://coglab.wadsworth.com/Information/studentscreate.shtml to register.

· You must enter your first and last name in the user information window. Students omitting to write their name will not receive credit for the CogLab assignments.

· Each experiment is worth 1/2 % of the final grade.  Experiments done after the completion date will not receive credit. No extra work (i.e. answering CogLab Lab Manual questions) is required to get credit.
· Please note that the CogLab environment is web-based and I have access to student accounts. 

	

	Bonus CogLab experiments – up to 3%

(December 1)
· If the eight mandatory CogLab experiments have been completed, you may obtain bonus points by completing additional experiments.
· Please follow the instructions on the CogLab website http://coglab.wadsworth.com/Information/studentscreate.shtml to register.
· You must enter your first and last name in the user information window. Students omitting to write their name will not receive credit for the CogLab assignments.

· Each extra experiment that you complete will add 1% to your final grade up to a maximum of three experiments (worth 3%).

· The deadline for completing bonus experiments is December 1.  Experiments completed after this date will not receive credit. No extra work (i.e. answering CogLab Lab Manual questions) is required to get credit.
· Please note that the CogLab environment is web-based and I have access to student accounts.

	


· The final grades will be determined using the following percentage-to-letter conversion scale:

Carleton University policy concerning accommodations, examinations, and instructional offences

Accommodations and services

Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course must contact a coordinator at the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (520-2600, X 6608) to complete the necessary Letters of Accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet and discuss your needs with me at least two weeks before the midterm exam in order to make the necessary arrangements as early in the term as possible. Please note the deadline for submitting completed forms to the Paul Menton Centre for the final evaluation is November 7, 2008.

Carleton University accommodates students, who by reason of religious obligation must miss an examination, test or assignment deadline. You must provide sufficient notice (i.e. at least two weeks notice) if you will need such accommodation. 

Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. The student must then make an appointment to discuss her needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Many services at Carleton provide support for your academic and career needs including the Academic Writing Centre and Writing Tutorial Services http://www.carleton.ca/wts/, the Student Academic Success Centre and Learning Support Services http://www.carleton.ca/sasc/, and the Career Development and Co-operative Education Office http://www.carleton.ca/cdce/. 

Examinations

Please bring at least one soft lead pencil (HB), an eraser, and your student card to each exam.

Illness and bereavement (supported by appropriate documentation) are the only excuses accepted at Carleton for missed exams. If you miss a mid-term for one of these reasons, obtain the appropriate documentation and contact the professor immediately (within 24 hours of the time and date of the examination) to arrange a make up exam. If you leave a voice message, make sure you leave your name, student ID# and your phone number. Make up exams must be written within 7 days of the original exam date.

If you miss the final exam, you must apply to write a deferred exam (with appropriate documentation) to the Registrar’s office within the time period specified in the current Undergraduate Calendar. Supplemental/grade-raising exams are not offered in this course.

If you want to discuss your grade on an exam or assignment, you must do so within 2 weeks of the exam or assignment due date.

Instructional Offences: 

The 2008-09 Undergraduate Calendar discusses a number of guidelines regarding student conduct. The most relevant sections are reproduced below:

The Senate of the University has enacted the following regulations for instructional offences. Any student commits an instructional offence who:

1. Cheats on an examination, test or graded assignment by obtaining or producing an answer by deceit, fraud or trickery, or by some act contrary to the rules of the examination.

2. Submits substantially the same piece of work to two or more courses without the prior written permission of the instructors from all courses involved. Minor modifications and amendments, such as changes of phraseology in an essay or paper, do not constitute a significant and acceptable reworking of an assignment.

3. Contravenes the regulations published at an examination or which are displayed on the reverse side of a properly authorized examination booklet.

4. Commits an act of plagiarism (which for the purpose of this regulation shall mean to use and pass of as one’s own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another).

Possible penalties include failing the course and being expelled from the University. Please consult the 2008-2009 Carleton University Undergraduate calendar (Academic regulations of the university, Section E, Student conduct, 14.0-15.4; http://www.carleton.ca/cu0809uc/regulations/acadregsuniv.html) for a complete description of the guidelines.
A+





90-100





A





85-89





A-





80-84





B+





77-79





B





73-76





B-





70-72





C+





67-69





C





63-66





C-





60-62





D+





57-59





D





53-56





D-





50-52





FNS 0-49





PSYC 2700 – Sections A and T


Introduction to Cognitive Psychology


Course Outline – Fall 2008











Guy L. Lacroix - Carleton University – 2008 – Penultimate version – Subject to change


